Running head: ILLINOIS PENAL SYSTEM
ILLINOIS PENAL SYSTEM		2











				        The Illinois Penal System
Name of Student
Institution Affiliation



Abstract
[bookmark: _GoBack]The United States of America leads in the number of people locked up, with Illinois among the leading states with high incarceration rates. Compared to other wealthy democracies, Illinois locks up 564 out of 100,000 people in different facilities, including immigration detention, jails, prisons, and the juvenile justice system. There are about 76,000 people locked up in various facilities in Illinois. Also, the number of people affected by county and city jails goes does up to 173,000 each year. The people in Illinois cycle through the justice system relatively quickly compared to other states in America. 
The rate of imprisonment, in the last 40 years, has increased significantly. The jail growth is due to pre-trial policies that have seen more people locked up in jails than before. Furthermore, racial discrimination is quite significant in the Illinois justice system, with Blacks holding the majority of the population. In a rate per 100,000 people, Blacks have 2,128 people, followed by American Indians at 821, Hispanic at 472, and whites at 258. Blacks represent a majority of the population in the justice system, while Whites are underrepresented. From federal and state prisons, local jails, parole, probation, youth, and involuntary commitment, Illinois holds around 216,000 of its residents. This paper seeks to study the Illinois penal system, to explain the growing numbers over the years, racial disparities, policies, and laws that affect its residents.
